[Genetics of congenital hand malformations].
Most congenital defects of the hand have a genetic basis, mostly monogenic, especially when they are bilateral. The recent progresses of molecular genetics together with the comprehension of the molecular mechanisms of development have led to identify a growing number of genes whose mutations are implicated in the genesis of hand malformations. When isolated, the mode of inheritance is often autosomal dominant with intrafamilial variability. The hand malformation may be the first manifestation of a more complex syndrome, the other symptoms appearing later in life. Children must be referred to a pediatric and/or genetic clinic in order to perform complementary investigations.